Lobsang Wangyal Productions

free spirit film festival
2019
Community Centre, McLeod Ganj
6 pm onwards, 29 – 31 October 2019

www.freespiritfilmfestival.com

www.misstibet.com

EDITORIAL

Be the dreamers you are!
Those eccentrics who want to break stereotypes believe in the Free
Spirit Film Festival. It’s because of their belief that we have some
captivating films in our festival again this year.
We thank all the filmmakers for being different, original, and the
dreamers they are.
It was not easy making choices and having to leave many out — so we
are sorry for those we had to turn down.
This film festival may be the smallest in the world, but when it gets
underway, McLeod Ganj receives a new lease on life. People from
different parts of the world, excited, make their way to the makeshift
cinema theatre.
This year’s Free Spirit Award goes to Tsering Dolkar, who has
dedicated her life to serving the sick and destitute. She has earned
the nickname ‘Tibetan Mother Teresa’. Ours is a small gesture of
appreciation and to say ‘Thank you’.
Please join us for the screening of a remarkable and exciting lineup of
films from around the world. We are ready and excited, and all thanks
to our dedicated team members for putting the festival together.
Yours,

Lobsang Wangyal
Director

3

Free Spirit Film Festival 2019
6 pm onwards at Community Centre
29 to 31 October 2019
Non English language films have subtitles

SCHEDULE:
Tuesday, 29 October

The Wallet

India 2019 | Short | 14:15m | Hindi

Woods

Romania 2018 | Short | 16:15m | English

Le Thé au Fond de la Theiere

France 2019 | Short | 19:27m | French

Origin Bound

Canada 2019 | Feature | 01:20m | Chinese

Wednesday, 30 October

M Like Mobius

Iran 2018 | Short | 7:57m | English

4

54 North

Canada 2019 | Short | 9:07m | French

Tailing Pond

India 2019 | Documentary | 23:55m | English

The Legend of the White Ibex

Switzerland 2019 | Short | 41:00m | Italian

Thursday, 31 October

Suite After the Furies

Italy 2018 | Music Video | 3:37m

Synchronicity

US 2019 | Short | 6:19m | English

Steer

India 2019 | Short | 13:21m | Hindi

Kamali

UK 2019 | Documentary | 24:06m | Tamil

Queen of the Beach

Canada 2019 | Documentary | 01:45:40m | English
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Phendhey Che-kyong
Sorig Tibetan Herbal Clinic

9 am to 5 pm, Saturdays Closed
Sudher, Garoh, Dharamshala
• 98160 88742 •

The Wallet
Directed by Saumitra Singh
2019 India | Short | 14:15 | Hindi
An unattended wallet keeps the secret of love, loyalty, and passion.
See what happens when Ayushman, a young man, finds it and how the
lives of Aasma and Samar change.

https://www.facebook.com/TheWallet2019/
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Woods
Directed by Paul Decu
2018 Romania | Short | 16:15 | English
A short film about human existence, solitude, depression, and the
fights that one has with himself. Everything happens when HE finds
out that in the world where he lived alone, somebody else is making
the rules — and that somebody else is something unimaginable.
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Le Thé
Au Fond de la Theiere
Directed by Lou Ma Ho

2019 France | Short | 19:27 | French
In 19th century Vietnam, Chau is a young bubbling man who does not
control his emotions. His meeting with a woman, Master of tea, will
upset his life.

http://loumaho.blogspot.com/
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Origin Bound
Directed by David Li
2019 Canada | Feature | 01:20:00 | Chinese
Based on true events, the story tells of a movie star who has wealth,
fame, and the attention of fans worldwide. A sudden discovery of latestage lymphoma sends him crashing back to reality. Faced with impending death, Howard decides to fulfill his wish of seeing the outside
world on his own terms while blogging his travels for his social media
fans. As his end nears, fate has more surprises for Howard, as he gains
new perspectives of life and reconciles with people from his past.

https://www.facebook.com/NCF.OriginBound/
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Himalaya Tours and Travels
McLeod Ganj

one stop shop for all your travelling needs

www.himalayatravels.net

M Like Mobius
Directed by Faranak Moradi
2018 Iran | Short | 7:57 | English
Lili is a waitress, and obsessed with sound. She can’t stand her
loneliness more than before.

https://instagram.com/faranakmoradi1
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54 North
Directed by Émilie Peltier and Mélanie Léger
2019 Canada | Short | 9:07 | French
While Sam relieves herself behind a building, she finds a key on the
ground in front of her. Despite her difficulty in discerning reality, she
still follows objectives that help her survive.

https://www.facebook.com/54NorthCourtmetrage
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Tailing Pond
Directed by Saurav Vishnu
2019 India | Documentary | 23:55 | English/Hindi
Tailing Pond explores the awful price paid by the villagers of Jadugora
for the success of India’s nuclear programme — and the responsibility
of the Uranium Corporation of India (UCIL) for the man-made plague
that afflicts them.

https://www.tailingpond.com/
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The Legend of the
White Ibex
Directed by Markus Otz
2019 Switzerland | Short | 41:00 | Italian
A repeated nightmare dominates the nights and life of Lukas. When a
Shaman appears and vanishes into thin air after relaying a story of
an ibex before which a brave warrior had to go, the only reality left
for Lukas is a guardian of forces of nature of which he is yet totally
unaware.

https://www.whiteibex.ch/

17

Kunga Guest House
&
Nick’s Italian Kitchen
best food in McLeod Ganj

www.kungaguesthouse.com

Suite After The Furies
Directed by Kevin McGloughlin
2018 Italy | Music Video | 3:37
Suite After the Furies, the flagpiece of the album “Fury”, encapsulates
the special effects’ illusions of a new world which threatens to destroy
but ultimately softly expands, culminating in a piano epilogue which
develops in a climax of tense flash glows.

https://furythealbum.com/
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Synchronicity
Directed by Stephanie Neroes
2019 US | Short | 6:19 | English
Synchronicity tells the story of two young women unknowingly drifting
towards each other as a result of manifesting love into their lives.

https://www.synchronicitythemovie.com/
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Steer
Directed by Juhi Verma
2019 India | Short | 13:21 | Hindi
Steer suggests that we are the driver of our own destiny, we are the
one to steer the way and choose the direction we have to go. It shows
how people can lose control for the sake of momentary joy and commit
irreparable mistakes, how a small thought changed the protagonist’s
mind and saved him from the clutches of crime.
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Kamali
Directed by Sasha Rainbow
2019 UK | Documentary | 24:06 | Tamil
Kamali is the only girl skateboarder in a fishing village. Her timorous
mother Suganthi a pilgrimage in a quest for self-discovery. Separated
for the first time, they each must find freedom in a man’s world.

https://www.kamali-film.com/
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Queen Of The Beach
Directed by Christopher McDonell (Cleetche)
2019 Canada | Documentary | 01:45:40 |
English
“Come look my shop! Very cheap, okay!”
On vacation in Goa, a Canadian filmmaker turns his camera on a
9-year-old beach hawker. Funny, charming and skilled beyond her
years, she is a migrant worker from the unique Banjara people and
the primary breadwinner for her family. He returns several times to
capture Shilpa’s story of sacrifice and survival and help her achieve
her childhood dream of going to school — an effort that will test them
both along the way.

http://cleetche.com/documentaries/beach-hawkers.html
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FREE SPIRIT
AWARD 2019

Tsering Dolkar

In service of sick and destitute

When Tsering Dolkar first arrived in Chandigarh some 20 years ago,
she noticed the lack of care and resources for hundreds of Tibetans
arriving for treatment at some of India’s most renowned hospitals in
the city.
She was in Chandigarh to do her BA after completing her schooling
from Tibetan Children’s Village near McLeod Ganj, but gave up her
studies to take it on her shoulders to provide the much needed care for
those Tibetans, who were travelling great distances for medical treatment. She began dedicating her life for the service of the sick in 1995.
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She rented rooms and started welcoming Tibetan patients into her
home. She helped patients with doctor appointments, translated what
the doctors told them, and explained in a way the patients could understand. She helped them get their medicines and took care of them
at her home whilst they recovered.
Her sister, Lhakpa Dolma, joined her two years later. The two sisters
provide not only the help and care needed for the patients getting
around at the hospital, but also offer free lodging, which can sometimes last for months, until they are able to return home.
In 2004, Dolkar had an audience with the Dalai Lama. Appreciating
her service for people in need of help, he said that what she was doing
was akin to a Bodhisattva’s way of life. Her resolve to serve became
even stronger after that meeting.
However, the lack of financial support for the two sisters finally weighed
too heavily on them, and earlier this year Lhakpa Dolma left for France,
in the hope of improving their lot. Dolkar said that it was difficult to operate with only two people, without any income.
Dolkar is thankful to the Tibet Relief Fund, London, for their funding
assistance for her works, and a Frenchman for supporting her rent.
For her continuing selfless service of taking care of sick people seven
days a week, Tsering Dolkar earned the nickname ‘Tibetan Mother
Teresa’.
The Free Spirit Award was created in 2003 to show appreciation for
people working for peace and justice, social, and environmental issues
from around the world. The annual award is marked by presentation
of a certificate with an inscription summing up the work of the distinguished receiver.
Tsering Dolkar can be contacted at: dokatsering2016@gmail.com
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