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Enjoy the Eleventh!

As we get older we become better — this is the 11th edition of the festival.

We were overwhelmed with film submissions this year. It was difficult to make 
the choices, understanding the hard works of all the filmmakers, who of course 
would like their films screened everywhere. Some cover letters were so appealing 
and it was also difficult not to include their films in the festival.

Without choosing a specific theme for the Festival, we look at each film for its 
originality in concept, uniqueness in presentation, and difference in approach 
for approving the selection. The chorus of voices from the selected films gives a 
natural theme to the Festival — about our own lives, beliefs and imaginations.

The array of films being screened at the festival reflects the above. In particular, 
the documentary Poverty, Inc is not to be missed, from a total of 16 films shown 
in the festival.

As in the past Festivals, we have thirteen Awards chosen by a grand jury, and the 
Audience Award chosen by the filmgoers.

I thank all the Directors who participated in the festival, also those Directors 
whose films were not selected but who believed in the festival, all the donors, staff 
members, and volunteers in making the festival a success.

Please enjoy the festival!

Lobsang Wangyal
Director
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the schedule

Thursday, 29 OcTOber

 MET BY THE WIND
 Switzerland 2015 | Romance | 01:24 | English

 SHE WAS (LEI ERA)
 Italy 2015 | Drama | 02:00 | Italian

 MILAN 25
 UK 2015 | Animation | 03:40 | English

 

 ADORATION: A NATURAL HISTORY
 UK 2015 | Docudrama | 22:44 | English

 POVERTY, INC
 US 2015 | Documentary | 01:31:00 | English

Friday, 30 OcTOber

 NYMPH
 Russia 2015 | Music video | 01:30 | English

 MOOD SWINGS
 Australia 2015 | Drama | 03:20 | English
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 A VISITA
 Brazil 2014 | Drama | 07:48 | Portuguese

 SPECK
 Iran 2015 | Fantasy | 12:47 | Persian

 
CARLOS DUNN’S KATHERINE
 Mexico/US 2015 | Thriller | 01:28:00 | English
 

saTurday, 31 OcTOber

 COLOURS FOR CLARINET
 Canada 2015 | Abstract | 04:47 | English

 SILLY SHEEP
 India 2015 | Drama | 04:59 | English

 STREAM - EXPLORE THE UNSEEN
 Germany 2015 | Experimental | 05:20 | English

 MER DEPRÉ
 US 2015 | Animation | 06:08 | English

 POTENT
 India 2015 | Drama | 23:36 | Hindi

 MY MOTHER’S FOREST
 UK/France 2015 | Drama | 29:36 | Lithuanian
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When two strangers meet in the forest, 
fate will challenge them.

Met by the Wind
By Etienne Theytaz

Switzerland 2015 | Romance | 01:24 | English

www.facebook.com/etiennetheyta
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If you can’t be yourself, you’re nobody.

In a bar, a little girl suddenly starts laughing without any rea-
sons and she can’t stop doing it, then, when her father tries to 
interrupt her, she...

She was (Lei era)
By Carlo Galbiati

Italy 2015 | Drama | 02:00 | Italian
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An animated music video for artist Milan. Sometimes need to 
let go of who you are and go back to the source of your creativ-
ity, to that private, most honest place, where you are able to 
express freely who you really are and the magic happens.

Milan 25
By Nina Pfeifeneberger 

United Kingdom 2015 | Animation | 03:40 | English

www.vimeo.com/alexeypanko
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ADORATION, a wildlife docudrama by lifelong naturalist Ian 

Woodward, FZS, is a portrait of the countryside seen through the 

seasons, its fauna and flora, and through the eyes of Nature Woman. 

It is accompanied by beautiful, inspiring music and the filmmaker’s 

screenplay-in-verse. Nature Woman, played by London-based actress 

Kim May, is the physical embodiment of the film’s imagery and 

sentiments. (FZS = Fellow of the Zoological Society of London.)

Adoration: 
A Natural History
By Ian Woodward

UK 2015 | Docudrama | 22:44 | English

www.encorefilms.co.uk
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Poverty, Inc

www.povertyinc.org

“I see multiple colonial governors,” says Ghanaian software 
entrepreneur Herman Chinery-Hesse of the international de-
velopment establishment in Africa. “We are held captive by the 
donor community.”
The West has positioned itself as the protagonist of develop-
ment, giving rise to a vast multi-billion dollar poverty industry 
— the business of doing good has never been better.
From TOMs Shoes to international adoptions, from solar panels 
to US agricultural subsidies, Poverty, Inc plays the gadfly in the 
this eye-opening examination of Western interventions in the 
developing world.

By Michael Matheson Miller

US 2015 | Documentary | 01:31:00 | English



The film shows the feelings of a girl associated with memories 
and dreams of past lives. At the same time, we deviated from 
the standard of storytelling used in short and feature films. We 
talk about emotions and feelings through visual presentation.

NYMPH
By Alexey Pan’ko

Russia 2015 | Music video | 01:30 | English

www.vimeo.com/alexeypanko
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Mood Swings

www.blacksplash.net

Having steady view on subject, the audience is transformed into 
a third person detached but engaged. A experimental system 
of video layering, Mood swings is a summary of my year in 
Melbourne as an International film student, this journey was a 
crash course- in Films, cultures, ideas and people.

By Sanjay Kumar 

Australia 2015 | Drama | 03:20 | English
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Matthew lives with his uncle Theo, whom he calls father. His 
real father was living abroad when he was very small, so he 
has no memories of him. Today, Matheus finally receive a visit 
from his real father, which will bring you some questions.

A Visita
By Leandro Corinto

Brazil 2014 | Drama | 07:48 | Portuguese
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This movie is based on the thoughts of Ain-ul-Qhozat of Hamadan who 
thinks that the “truth” is neither white nor black, it is rather “colourless”, 
possessing no shades. Thus the novice athlete champion first passes 
through seven doors, descends seven tiers of steps, washes his hands clean 
off worldly attachments, walks the seven-bend alley, and, passes right 
through the bazaar, for the market place represents the argumentative 
nature of worldly interests. 

SPECK
By Khashayar Tayyar

Iran 2015 | Fantasy | 12:47 | Persian

www.vimeo.com/alexeypanko



A sadistic serial killer who is a member of a secret cell of the 
Vatican takes a contract to kill a young woman only problem is 
the girl’s new boyfriend is in the way and he is not about to let 
anything happen to the woman he has fallen in love with.

CARLOS DUNN’S 
KATHERINE
Mexico/US 2015 | Thriller | 01:28:00 | English

www.carlosdunnskatherine.com

By Charles W Bailey
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Colours for Clarinet is an animated video created to a musical 
composition written and performed for this work by Edmon-
ton clarinetist Don Ross. Using only a single white dot as the 
graphic element, a fluid sequence of interacting dots and lines 
were synchronized to the music followed by additional filters 
and algorithms to generate more complex shapes and colour. 
The video attempts to rise above its minimal graphic form and 
evoke the emotional feel of the music.

Colours for Clarinet
By John Osborne

Canada 2015 | Abstract | 04:47 | English

www.blacksplash.net
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Have you ever walked into an elevator, with 
somebody you don’t know? An elevator is a 
small, silent location, so what do you do in 
such a situation? Greet them out of the blue, 
or act as if they don’t exist? This film dis-
cusses the events a tired office going man goes 
through, after getting into such a situation.

sillY sheeP
By Pranav Bhasin

India 2015 | Drama | 04:59 | English

www.youtube.com/DexterLabProductions

18



STREAM is one of the first evidences to show the beauty and 
colourfulness of fluids and particles in tiny areas, only have 
an inch wide and not visible to the naked eye. It’s all about the 
dramaturgy of emergence and fading of formations, offering the 
viewer plenty of allegories and associations to let the mind float 
and travel.

STREAM 
By Roman De Giuli

Germany 2015 | Experimental | 05:20 | English

www.terracollage.com/

– Explore the Unseen



A journey through the mind of a 
depressed individual.

Mer Depré
By Margaret Orr

US 2015 | Animation | 06:08 | English

www.margaret-orr.com/portfolio/mer-depre/
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Punsak is the story of Chavanni, who is abused physically and 
mentally by a policeman and his wife, and is forced to work as 
a child labourer. Having a traumatized and painful childhood, 
Chavanni grows into a pervert adult, who is highly addicted to 
unnatural sex. Eventually, he is caught by the same police of-
ficer for a more heinous crime of performing sex with corpses. 
The story shows as how an abused child can become a demon 
for the entire society.

Potent
By Shailendra Bagde

India 2015 | Drama | 23:36 | Hindi

www.facebook.com/pages/Punsak/1615461212057351?ref=hl
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Just prior to the 20th 
Century: Lithuania (the 
last European country 
to abandon paganism) A 
young pagan peasant girl 
falls in love with a priest. It 
is a love that defies all the 
rules of the strict religious 
doctrine of the village of 
that time.

By Bruce Alexander

UK 2015 | Docudrama | 22:44 | English

www.mymothersforest.weebly.com
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Cozy and Comfortable stay
good food, good service, great view and reasonable price

Kunga Guest House 
& 

Nick’s Italian Kitchen

www.kungaguesthouse.com
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KNOWN as the Abode of Gods (Dev Bhumi), 
Himachal Pradesh is known worldwide 

for its alluring natural beauty, which draws thousands of domestic 
and international visitors to its awe-inspiring mountains, rivers and 
forests.Trees are the foundation of a strong community and global 
health. They exhale and we inhale. They are home to innumerable 
living creatures and other forms of plant life.

In the spring of 2015, one concerned resident took it upon herself to 
educate and inform the locals and authorities about the illegal culling 
of trees from 21 locations in the Dharamshala area. It was just past 
midnight when Ghazala Abdullah, living in McLeod Ganj for the past 
22 years, woke to the sound of an axe chopping down several trees 
in her neighbourhood. This was the trigger for Ghazala to become 
Dharamshala’s tree saviouress.

Currently there is an ongoing battle within the High Court to help the 
trees. In the meantime, the Chief Justice has ordered a total ban on 

The trees have no voice of their own 
— Ghazala Abdullah

FREE SPIRIT 
AWARD 2015
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any felling throughout the whole state, and has withdrawn the power 
from the local authorities to grant permission to do so. Government 
Departments and landowners are now being held accountable for the 
devastating loss of green cover over the last few decades in this area.

Ghazala continues to fight for trees in the Dharamshala, McLeod 
Ganj, Bhagsu, and Dharamkot areas. This has included giving tours 
of the affected sites,  to various responsible government officials, 
police and to a representative sent from the Court. She has also 
started an on-line petition addressed to the Chief Minister of the 
state, appealing to him to stop the destruction. She can be seen 
every day talking to visitors and locals about the urgency of taking 
collective action, investigating sites of new felling brought to her 
notice by concerned individuals, and collecting/taking photographs 
as evidence. This is a courageous undertaking, as she is not only 
up against powerful vested interests, but also the bigger, insidious 
enemy — Indifference.

The trees of Himachal Pradesh are protected by law. They play a 
critical role in the delicate ecosystem and are vital to the prevention 
of erosion during the heavy monsoon rains here in the Dharamshala 
area, and for supporting the fragile hillsides that are the site of strong 
fault lines running through here. One individual has given the trees 
a voice, a voice which has given rise to a thousand more voices — 
crying out to save our precious trees.

With your help we can save these important trees. Please sign and 
share this petition to save the trees in Dharamshala on Avaaz.org:
www.goo.gl/k2PO4b

We are happy to give the 2015 Free Spirit Award to Ghazala Abdullah 
for her work to protect our trees.
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www.tibetsun.com

Tibet Sun is an English-language news website focusing on 
Tibet and the Tibetan people, world news, opinions, essays, and 
photography.

The reportage is always objective and based on truth, and aims to 
impart news and views frankly and fearlessly.

Tibet Sun has several unique sections: “Have Your Say” proposes a 
topic and people can post their thoughts on it. “Week in Photos” is 
constantly updated with timely images. There are many “Interviews” 
and “Opinions” about topical subjects and poeple related to the 
Tibetan world, with many submittals from people all over the 
world.
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www.mcleodganj.com
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Team members:

Lobsang Wangyal: Director
Rinchen Nyima: Assistant

Kalsang Dhundup: Assistant
Gyamtso Graphics: Graphics Designer

Tibetan Geeks: Website
www.freespiritfilmfestival.com
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